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January   27,   2021   
  
  

Office   of   Governor   Tim   Walz   &   Lt.   Governor   Peggy   Flanagan     
130   State   Capitol     
75   Rev   Dr.   Martin   Luther   King   Jr.   Blvd.     
St.   Paul,   MN   55155   
  
  

To   Governor   Tim   Walz   and   Lt.   Governor   Peggy   Flanagan:   
  
  

The   Hmong   18   Council   (a   community   leader   organization),   Hmong   Medical   
Association   (the   first   Hmong   Physician   organization   in   the   United   States),   and   the   
Hmong   Health   Care   Professionals   Coalition   (a   collective   of   various   health   care   
professionals)   write   this   letter   to   advocate   for   the   equitable   distribution   of   the   
Pfizer-BioNTech   and   Moderna   COVID   19   vaccines   for   the   people   of   Minnesota.   
  

Firstly,   a   word   of   appreciation.   As   Hmong   community   leaders   and   health   care   
professionals,   we   closely   monitor   the   COVID   19   situation   and   the   progress   made   on   
a   regular   basis   as   each   decision   can   have   a   significant   impact   on   all   of   our   
communities.   These   are   unprecedented   times   and   require   difficult   decisions   to   be   
made   on   a   daily   basis.   The   transparency   from   the   office   of   Governor   Walz   and   the   
Minnesota   Department   of   Health   is   tantamount   for   the   trust   and   support   that   helps   
Minnesotans   understand   and   continue   to   be   steadfast   through   this   pandemic.   The   
press   conferences   and   accessible   data   from   the   health   department   demonstrates   
that   you   have   been   true   to   your   slogan:   We   are   one   Minnesota.     
  

We   have   done   our   part   to   help   educate   and   reduce   the   spread   of   COVID   19   in   the   
Hmong   community.   We   have   developed   numerous   informational   videos,   held   virtual   
town   hall   meetings,   completed   presentations,   received   and   executed   grants   from   
Ramsey/Hennepin   Counties   and   MDH,   changed   funeral   practices,   deferred   
weddings,   and   cancelled   time   honored   traditions   (such   as   the   Hmong   New   Year   and     
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Hmong   International   Freedom   Festival).   As   community   leaders,   we   continue   to   help   
build   the   knowledge   of   our   communities   based   on   the   data   available.     
  

Even   through   these   efforts,   COVID   19   continues   to   disproportionately   affect   the   
Hmong/Asian   communities   as   well   as   other   communities   of   color.   There   are   likely   
various   factors   that   contribute   to   this,   such   as   accessibility   and   navigation   of   the   
health   care   systems,   medical   literacy,   trust   in   western   health   practices,   income   
inequality,   multigenerational   households,   etc.   There   are   high   rates   of   comorbidities   
(such   as   diabetes,   heart   disease,   immunocompromised   conditions,   etc)   that   place   
Hmong   individuals   at   higher   risks   of   complications   and   deaths   if   they   were   to   
contract   COVID   19.   Some   of   the   individuals   at   highest   risk   are   our   elders:   these   
individuals   are   the   ones   who   hold   our   cherished   pasts;   the   ones   who   provide   us   with   
strength   and   wisdom   in   difficult   times;   the   ones   who   led   our   communities   in   times   of   
war   and   gave   us   a   new   start;   the   ones   who   have   planted   the   seeds   of   the   American   
dream   in   their   children   and   cultivated   them   to   be   kind   and   contributing   members   of   
society;   the   ones   who   have   made   the   Hmong   community   a   vibrant   part   of   the   fabric   
of   Minnesota   over   the   last   40-50   years.   
  

We   write   this   letter   to   advocate   for   the   equitable   distribution   of   the   COVID   19   
vaccine   to   all   communities   so   that   all   Minnesotans   can   have   equal   access.   As   we   
have   seen   in   this   pandemic   and   other   health   conditions,   those   who   have   limited   
resources   or   knowledge   tend   to   be   disproportionately   affected.   The   communities   
who   are   likely   the   most   in   need   of   the   support   are   also   the   communities   who   have   
the   least   resources.   As   Minnesotans,   we   can   be   a   model   in   the   vaccine   distribution   
phase   for   the   rest   of   the   country.     
  

We   offer   our   support.   There   are   plans   in   place   to   continue   to   inform   the   Hmong   
community,   such   as   working   with   3Hmong   TV,   the   TwinCities   Public   Television,   
radio,   and   social   media   to   record   educational   pieces   about   the   COVID   19   vaccines,   
virtual   question   and   answer   sessions,   individual   videos   from   Hmong   physicians,   etc.   
The   Hmong   Health   Care   Professionals   Coalition   coordinates   an   annual   influenza   
vaccine   clinic   and   can   provide   logistical   support   for   a   COVID   19   vaccine   clinic.   We   
will   continue   to   partner   with   state   and   local   governments   in   promoting   public   health   
guidelines.   If   there   are   any   initiatives   that   our   organizations   can   support,   please   
contact   us.     
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We   look   forward   to   controlling   this   pandemic   with   the   State   of   Minnesota.     
  

With   much   appreciation,   
  
  
  
  
  

Houa   Moua        Umeng   David   Thao,   M.D.   
Hmong   18   Council,   President        Hmong   Medical   Association,   President   
naohouamouah18c@gmail.com         udthao@gmail.com   
  
  
  
  
  

Chameng   Vang,   D.O.        Charles   Vang,   M.D.     
Hmong   Health   Care   Professionals        Hmong   18   Council,   Medical   Counsel   
Coalition,   Chair         cvangmd@gmail.com   
cvangdo@gmail.com      
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